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Hasland Junior School Handwriting Policy

This policy outlines the expectations for teaching and assessing handwriting at Hasland Junior
School, adhering to the 2014 National Curriculum and following the 2025 Writing Framework
research. The primary aim of this policy is to ensure all students develop clear, legible, and fluent
handwriting skills that enhance handwriting automaticity and their literacy attainment. Handwriting
remains a crucial form of communication, impacting positively on cognitive development, academic
performance, and personal expression.

Purpose of the Policy
The Handwriting Policy serves to:

Provide a consistent approach to teaching handwriting across all year groups.
Set high expectations for every pupil, promoting confidence and pride in their written work.
Ensure that handwriting instruction is integrated into daily lessons effectively.

Enhance pupil outcomes, thus meeting the expectations of Ofsted, the 2025 Writing Framework and
the National Curriculum.

1. Teaching and Learning

Curriculum Goals: Handwriting will be taught consistently and systematically throughout the year
using the Twinkl continuous cursive progression map, overviews and style alongside our feeder
school: Hasland Infant School (transitioning to a different handwriting scheme from 2028 onward).
Handwriting lessons will take place for 15 minutes four times a week and will focus on:

o Physical readiness to write by carrying out activities to improve gross and fine motor skills,
correct pencil grip and correct sitting posture

o Pre-cursive letter formation
o Continuous Cursive letter formation

o Correct spacing between letters and words

Methodology: Teachers will employ multi-sensory approaches, utilising visual, auditory, and
kinaesthetic methods to support diverse learning styles. This includes:

o x4 15-minute sessions a week for explicitly teaching handwriting from years 3-6.
o Explicit instructions on sitting posture.
o Explicit instructions on pencil grip.

o Explicit instructions for mark marking, pre-cursive and continuous cursive letter formation
using Twinkl PowerPoints and resources.

o Incorporating a ‘Let’s get ready to write’ routine across school which includes exercises to
strengthen fine and gross motor skills.

o Exercises for children who need additional support for developing gross and fine motor
skills.
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2. Assessment and Feedback

Monitoring Progress: Regular assessments will be conducted to monitor the development of
students’ handwriting skills. Teachers will use the following methods:

O

An Autumn 1 assessment will be carried out to decide what step of the handwriting
progression map the child is on.

Termly handwriting sample reviews to measure progress.

Ongoing teacher assessments to identify pupils for intervention groups.

Feedback: Constructive feedback will be provided to each pupil focusing on:

O

O

Strengths in handwriting.
Areas for improvement with actionable next steps.
Celebration of their growth and efforts to build confidence.

Presentation Award in assembly at the end of each half term.

3. Children in need of additional support

@)

@)

2-3 targeted sessions weekly for children needing additional support.
Daily handwriting group using Twinkl videos to reinforce specific skills.
In-class focus groups for immediate support during handwriting sessions.
Physical development interventions including:

-Fine motor skills

-Gross motor skills

4. Resources and Environment

Resources: Our school will provide a variety of resources including:

Handwriting sheets tailored to each child dependent on where they are on their cursive
handwriting journey.

Access to appropriate writing implements with blue ink that suit the developmental needs of
students.

Visual aids including videos and teacher instruction that depict correct letter formation.

‘Let’s get ready to write’ visual aid to support warming up and sitting correctly before
writing.

Apparatus to support gross and fine motor skills.
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Learning Environment: Classrooms will be set up to promote effective handwriting practice,
including:

o Comfortable seating arrangements.
o Displaying posters to remind children of sitting position and finger position on pencil.
o Displaying exemplary handwriting as models for students.

o Continuous provision apparatus to informally support those children who need to develop
their gross and fine motor skills.

4. Training and Professional Development

e Staff Training: Ongoing professional development will be provided to staff to:

o Continue to make them aware of the importance of handwriting.

o Enhance their skills in teaching the Twinkl continuous cursive handwriting scheme.

o Enhance their skills in supporting those who need additional support when handwriting.
o Enhance their skills to support children’s individual educational plans.

o Address any specific challenges they may face in teaching handwriting.

5. Parental Involvement
Engagement: The policy encourages parental involvement in their child’s handwriting development
through:

o Workshops on supporting handwriting at home.

o Providing resources and guidelines for parents through our website and parent consultation
evenings.

6. Review and Evaluation

e Policy Review: This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure that it meets the needs of
pupils and aligns with the latest educational research and inspection feedback. The review
process will involve:

o Collecting feedback from staff, pupils, and parents.

o Analysis of assessment data to inform necessary adjustments.
Conclusion

This Handwriting Policy aims to provide a clear and consistent approach to teaching handwriting
throughout the school, ensuring compliance with the 2014 National Curriculum and the expectations
of Ofsted. By collaborating with staff, Hasland Infant School, pupils, and parents, we can cultivate
strong handwriting skills that contribute to overall literacy success.
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