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Hasland Junior School 
 

Drugs and Substance Misuse Policy 
 
 
 
Background 
As part of the statutory duty on schools to promote pupils’ wellbeing, schools have a clear role to play in 
preventing drug misuse as part of their pastoral responsibilities. To support this, the Government’s Drug 
Strategy 2010 ensures that school staff have the information, advice and power to:  
 
• Provide accurate information on drugs and alcohol through education and targeted information  
 
• Tackle problem behaviour in schools, with wider powers of search and confiscation 
 
 • Work with local voluntary organisations, health partners, the police and others to prevent drug or 
alcohol misuse. 
 
Dfe Drugs Guidance for Schools 2012 
 
In addition, the DFE Statutory RSE Guidance states that: 
 
To embrace the challenges of creating a happy and successful adult life, pupils need knowledge that will 
enable them to make informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships and to build their 
self-efficacy. Pupils can also put this knowledge into practice as they develop the capacity to make sound 
decisions when facing risks, challenges and complex contexts. Everyone faces difficult situations in their 
lives. These subjects can support young people to develop resilience, to know how and when to ask for 
help, and to know where to access support. 
 
DFE RSE Guidance for Schools 2020 
 
Summary of Expectations by Ofsted 

• Ofsted expects that schools have a robust policy in place to address drugs and substance misuse. 

• Schools should provide effective education and support to pupils to prevent and address issues 
related to drugs and substance misuse. 

• The school's policy should be regularly reviewed and evaluated to ensure its effectiveness and 
relevance. 

 
 
 
 
Introduction  
This Drugs and Substance Misuse Policy has been developed to ensure the safety and well-being of all 
pupils at Hasland Junior School. It outlines our approach to educating pupils, staff, and parents about the 
risks associated with drugs and substance misuse, as well as the steps we will take to prevent and address 
any issues that arise.  By adhering to the guidelines outlined in this policy, we aim to create a secure and 
nurturing environment where all pupils can thrive and reach their full potential. 

 

 



 

Aims 
 

• To educate pupils about the dangers of drugs and substance misuse. 

• To create a safe and supportive environment where pupils feel able to seek help and advice. 

• To work in partnership with parents to address any concerns related to drugs and substance 
misuse. 

• To provide appropriate support to any pupils who may be affected by drugs or substance misuse. 

 

Definition 

At Hasland Junior School, the term ‘Drugs’ is defined as a chemical that can be taken in to the body which 
changes the way the body works.  It can change how we feel and act. 

 
Curriculum Planning 

• The school will deliver a comprehensive Drugs and Substance Misuse education programme as part 
of the Personal, Social, Health, and Economic (PSHE) education curriculum. 

• Lessons will be age-appropriate and delivered in a sensitive and engaging manner. 

• Pupils will learn about the risks associated with drugs and substance misuse, as well as strategies 
for resisting peer pressure and seeking help if needed. 

• Planning for Drugs Education lessons is taken from Derbyshire PSHE Matters scheme.  Lessons and 
reviewed and adapted based on the needs of the children in their class. 

• A needs assessment is conducted with the children prior to lesson delivery. 

• In Lower Key Stage 2, children will learn the definition of the word ‘Drug’ and link this to medicines.  
They will learn how medicines can be used, describe the difference between safe and harmful and 
know that substances can be harmful if misused. In addition, they will explore what a risk is and 
how to respond to a risk.  Children will also reflect on the choices people make and how this can 
affect lives.   

• In Upper Key Stage 2,children will  explore a range of drinks and assess the effects of these, 
understand that alcohol is a drug, know some of the effects of drinking alcohol.  Understand that 
nicotine is a drug and know some of the effects of smoking.  Reflect on influences and when an 
influence becomes a pressure. Revise skills in how to ask for help 

 
 
Prevention 

• The school will promote a zero-tolerance approach to drugs and substance misuse. 

• Lessons, assemblies and workshops will be held to raise awareness and reinforce key messages. 

• Staff are trained to recognise the signs of drug and substance misuse and to respond appropriately. 

 

Intervention 

• Any concerns raised about a pupil's involvement with drugs or substances will be taken seriously 
and investigated promptly by a DSL. 

• Information regarding an incident will be shared, if required, with all stakeholders 

• Support will be offered to pupils who may be affected, including access to counselling and other 
relevant services. 

• Parents will be involved in discussions and decisions regarding their child's welfare. 



 

• The involvement of external agencies may be required to offer support to the pupil, parents and 
the school. 

 

Working with the Police  

The police will be informed of any illegal or controlled substance misuse incidents.  The Head teacher or 
DSL will liaise with the police and agree a shared approach to dealing with drug-related incidents.  

 

 

Reporting and Monitoring 

• The school will maintain detailed records of any incidents or concerns related to drugs and 
substance misuse. 

• The Headteacher will report on the effectiveness of the policy to the governing body on an annual 
basis. 

• Regular reviews will be conducted by the PSHE lead to ensure that the policy remains up to date 
and in line with current best practices. 

 

 

Resposibilities 

• This policy applies to all school staff, including the Governing Body.  

• The school’s PSHE/RSE lead is responsible for the monitoring of this policy and its review.  

• PSHE/RSE lead is responsible for monitoring and review of the effectiveness of the Drugs Education 
Curriculum in school 

• The Head teacher and DSL are responsible for the management and recording of drug related 
incidents. 

 

Involvement of Parents 

• Parents will be informed of any incidents or concerns around substance misuse and will be engaged 
in any plans for support. 

• Parents are encouraged to participate in the curriculum development around drugs.  This is part of 
our annual PSHE parent consultation.   

 

 

This policy should be read alongside the following: 

 

• RSE and PSHE III document 

• Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy 

• Child friendly safeguarding policy 

• Administration of medicines policy 

 
 

Joanne Hutchinson May 2024 

 

Policy to be reviewed May 2026 



 

Appendix 

 

Addaction is one of the UK’s largest specialist drug and alcohol treatment charities. As well as adult 
services, they provide services specifically tailored to the needs of young people and their parents. The 
Skills for Life project supports young people with drug misusing parents. Website: www.addaction.org.uk 
 
ADFAM offers information to families of drug and alcohol users, and the website has a database of local 
family support services. Tel: 020 7553 7640 Email: admin@adfam.org.uk Website: www.adfam.org.uk 
 
Alcohol Concern works to reduce the incidence and costs of alcohol-related harm and to increase the range 
and quality of services available to people with alcohol-related problems Tel: 020 7264 0510. Email: 
contact@alcoholconcern.org.uk Website: www.alcoholconcern.org.uk 
 
ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) A campaigning public health charity aiming to reduce the health 
problems caused by tobacco. Tel: 020 7739 5902 Email: enquiries@ash.org.uk Website: www.ash.org.uk 
 
Children’s Legal Centre operates a free and confidential legal advice and information service covering all 
aspects of law and policy affecting children and young people. Tel: 01206 877910 Email: clc@essex.ac.uk 
Website: www.childrenslegalcentre.com 
 
Drinkaware - An independent charity that promotes responsible drinking through innovative ways to 
challenge the national drinking culture, helping reduce alcohol misuse and minimise alcohol related harm. 
Tel: 020 7307 7450 Website: www.drinkaware.co.uk/ 
 
Drug Education Forum – this website contains a number of useful papers and briefing sheets for use by 
practitioners: Website: www.drugeducationforum.co 
 
Smokefree - NHS Smoking Helpline: 0800 169 0 169 Website: http://smokefree.nhs.uk 
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