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RE Intent, Implication and Impact
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Why do we teach what we teach? (Our intent)

Derbyshire County Council have described the main aim of the RE curriculum
as follows:

The Principal aim of RE in Derbyshire schools is to enable pupils to
participate in an on-going search for wisdom, through exploring
questions raised by human experience and answers offered by the
religions and beliefs of the people of Derbyshire and the wider
community, so as to promote their personal development.

At Hasland Junior School, we share this aim. We believe that the learning of RE
provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for our pupils.
The world in which we live is currently facing many challenges and the need to
increase the children’s cultural capital by broadening their horizons and
experiences of others has never been more important. A greater understanding
of others fosters an environment of acceptance and respect both in and out of
school — allowing us to foster children’s enjoyment of learning and empower
them to seek opportunities to contribute, understand and thrive in their local
and wider communities.

Our RE curriculum is designed to reflect our community and British Values and
combines direct teaching with debate, questioning and the sharing of personal
experiences in a safe and secure manner. Religious literacy is key to allowing all
children including SEN and disadvantaged pupils to discuss and interpret the
world around them and we teach this through the perspectives of Theology,
Philosophy and the Social Sciences. These can be defined as belief, questioning
and observation. We provide children with opportunities to relate what they
are learning to the wider world and the events which occur in them. The
teaching of RE also develops children’s communication skills in speaking,
listening, reading and writing, which support all areas of the curriculum.



We believe that RE is an essential part of children’s learning and provides a
platform for developing a new and broader perspective of the world,
encouraging them to understand their own cultures and those of others. This
then feeds into our focus on global learning. In order to further promote this,
we offer the children the chance to participate in trips to local places of
worship including churches, mosques and the Gurdwara.

Implementation:

RE is currently taught through enquiry with each lesson exploring a ‘Big
Question.” We focus on personal experiences and stories to share with the
children so that they have a genuine experience to relate to. Each lesson
follows a similar format which seeks to inform the pupils of new learning
objectives, gives them the opportunity to discuss and debate these and finally
they explain the new concepts they have learnt. Each lesson will include
aspects of Philosophy, Theology and Social Sciences and children will be We
record in a number of ways including written work, art work, presentations
and verbal responses. This enables all children to participate as it aims to be
inclusive of all learning styles.

British Values are also integral to our teaching. For example, children learn
about democracy through debate and the opportunity to express themselves
freely and to have their voice and opinions heard. Children learn that religions
have different rules and laws but our British Legal system takes precedent over
moral beliefs. Mutual respect is also taught as children better understand
cultures, beliefs, opinions and traditions different to their own and are taught
to show respect when listening to and expressing views.

Our school follows the Derbyshire County Council scheme of work, which is
implemented to meet the needs of our own children and enriched with a
number of trips. Yearly assessment of the topics covered in each year group
informs future planning and highlights areas which may need developing
further.

What is the difference that this makes? (Our impact)

Our RE curriculum will ensure all pupils develop the ability to question, explain
and understand Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Non- religious world
views. It follows the Derbyshire County Council Curriculum and seeks to



develop an enquiring mind and the ability to make decisions based upon a
range of evidence. As a result, all children should be able to:

« Understand and respond to a range of religions and differing cultures
from across the world.

« Explore religions through the different lenses of Theology, Philosophy and
the Social Sciences.

« Use their own life experiences to better understand the lives and beliefs
of others.

« Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways
of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion
and asking questions.

« Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using
the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt.

« Can explain new concepts through a range of mediums including drawing,
painting, the use of technology and presentations.

We monitor the quality of the provision regularly through consultation with
staff and pupils; feedback informs future planning, choice of resources and
extracurricular enrichment. Provision of RE is compulsory in all state schools
and its importance is reflected in both local and world events.



